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5 be that are c. ? out. to thy buſe? 
| <£ when thou 2 the nales 8 that thou cover him; 
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. 2 and that thou hide not th 2 from thine own 
5 6 HE 1 LOS os 85 n 1 
wn i Wart) * 11 M-! : Len! 29984 Pers 
| F 5 . I „ 1. N 24 , 2 | | F | 
H Us ſtrong | and animated : are the 
expreſſions with which the prophet points out 


the connection between the duties of religion 
and the exerciſe of benevolence; between that 
general, pious, humble and penitent frame of 
mind, which this ſacred ſeaſon peculiarly re- 


. 6 


| -quires, and that particular duty which you are 
now affernbled | to fulfil—aſſembled . the 
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i Is not . this” : ſays the a « « the faſt 


: $ that It have choſen? to looſe the bands of wick- | 
« neſs, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let 


7 the oppreſſed go, free, and chat ve break 


8 every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to 
the hungry, and that thou bring the poor 


te e 


Doo that are caſt 0 out to thy houſe 7 When thou | 


« ſeeſt the naked chat ou cover im: and 


« that thou hide not thy ſelf from t ine own 


ſr fleſh ?—Then ſhall pu light break forth as 
« che morning, and thine health' ſhall ſpring 
'« forth ſpeedily; and thy righteouſneſs ſhall go 


No * before 'thee / the glory'of the Lord ſhall be 


aA DO 11 07h 4 


. thy rere ward. If thou draw out thy 1 ſoul to 


5 « the hungry, and  fatisfy ah fy afflicted ſoul; 
- « then ſhall, thy light Tie 1 an obſcurity, And thy 5 


£ darkneſs ſhall be as che noon day. Reflect 


oy on theſe ſolemn declarations of the meſſenger . 


of heaven, my fellow Chriſtians, and keep 
your ſouls diligently, 1 leſt theſe things de part 


, From y your hearts all the days g of Jour. A 


ible 
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Lou acknowledge th 10 gternal ang] indi 


; obligation of thewing mercy. to your. ind gent 


brethren. Inſtinct proclaims i it in your h. 
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nature proclaims i it in the order of her works,; . 


| _ infligt and the order of nature, both atteſt the 


Ein of God; and chat God again git ” 
in 
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in © Biz word.” And in contempt of all tllefe : 


calls will you ſhut up your compaſſion from. 


your brother ? Affuredly then you are void of. 


love to your God, your religion 1 is eee 


and er, 720 e 


Fat be ſuch 1 | Infordifinacy: 1 
you, my fellow Chriſtians.— I ſee amongſt; 


vo- rejoice to fee it— for the fake of thoſe 


wretched ones whoſe caufe 1 plead. do I re- 


jbice I behold amongſt you many bleſſed 
witk riches,” more with competence; many 


who ate bound to acknowledge; that the Te, 
preme Diſpenſer of poverty and wealth,” has“ 


put a hedge about you, and about your 


« houſe,” and about all you poſſeſs on every 
« Hide ; has bleſſed the work of your. Hands: | 
„and increaſed. your. ſubſtarnice in the land.“ 
— have much ſtore, laid up for many 
years, wberewith to - procure every neceſſary, ; 


every comfort of life; to prevent every appe- 
tite 
claims of faſhion and of. pride, in your dreſs, 


indulge every caprice—to ſatisfy the 


your: rables, your equipage vou niay be a. 


generous as you pleaſe, and I am confident 


= don will be nene where convinced 8 E 


Ken 


ought. It only remains to convirice you, that 


you ought on the prefent occaſion to be ge- 
nerous ; and of this undoub tedly you have a 
right to demand the fulleſt proof ;—when you 
are called on, to ſelect, as the favourite objec 


of your munificence, any one charitable in- 
ſtitution, amongſt thoſe numerous and adnir- 
able ones which every where court your atten- 
tion in the wide extent of this metre 
and on almoſt every return of this facred ks 7 
contend which ſhall raiſe their voice moſt 5 


loudly, attract moſt general public attention, 


and ſecure moſt effectually public ſupport. 


In this ſituation, you. ſhould hoody 
examine thoroughly, and compare accurately 
to be well aſſured that the neceſſity aaing 


; for your interference is real, and that your 


bounty will be applied to remove it with 


judgment and effect. Here chen apply this 5 


| tion or e oy deſeryi "Ng Your — . 


s oF 
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court, we implore public ſcrutiny. 4 Exaiiine 
| minutely, and we are confident you muſt de- 


praiſe-wort hy, this neceſſary vigi 


cide favourably. I hold this no fit place, and 


this no fit occaſion to declaim or exaggerate; 
but I do not heſitate to declare, that it ſeems 


to me ſcarcely poſſible to imagine any in 


1 


that which n now implores it,—Whether we con- 
ſider the Principles on which the Society con- 
ducting it is founded the mode in which its 
bounty is adminiſtered the ſituation of thoſe 
whom it purpoſes to aid—the public advan- 
tage ariſing from the wide extent of its ſaluta- 
ry influence or the ineſtimable benefits which 
it confers on each individual —in every view 

| it evinces its high utility, and extorts ourfulleſt 
approbation. To ſatisfy you of chis, permit me 
to lay before you, as briefly as I can, the origin, 
4 5 ng and the effects of this Inſtitution. | 


nay: 1) that this Inſtication, fix years 
| fince, derived its origin from the vigilant 
humanity of a few, a very few individuals 
| ef that claſs of Society which fo generally 
diſplays the moſt active virtue, and the 
l feelings of the human mind; not 
too highly exalted to look down upon their 
_ Glowcreatures with the arrogance of pride; 
not ſo wholly unacquainted with the difficul- 
dies of life, as to have no conception of the 
miſeries which depreſs forſaken poverty. 
Men who would not heſitate to viſit the ob- 
ſcure abodes of retired and trembling wrerch- 
edneſs, that they might conſole its ſorrows,and. 
_ relieve its wants: a few ſuch men, conſcious 


of 


- 


An from ths: ee e a” the-gr 78 
alid fortunate. Conſcious that che Met adi- . 
cants who infeſt our ſtreets almoſt alwa On 
dort relief, ſometimes awakening compaſſion, 
by perhaps fictitious tales of woe, or falſe 
? appearances of infirmity and diſeaſe; ſome- 
rimes wear ying out patience, 1 by tl be 
| forte of clamorous importunity, when: neither: 
time nor means can be foũnd to diſtin uiſh 
truth from- falſhood, fiction from reality 5 
rrhile on the contræ 7, thoſe When: are tem 
thouſand fold more wretched, but not equally 
obtruding,-- remain?  unpitied—becaud un — 


known. Conſcious of theſe things, thef® 


friends to humanity reſolved to Unite their ef- 


forts, to remedy this. abuſe' of public — : 


cence, by directing it to the objects truly 5 
thy of its exerciſe: their firſt principle was 3 . 
ſelection of the moſt deſerving, and their firſt 

rule declares, & that the objects to be relieves ' muſt 
© be ai Ierefſed Labourers, Mechanics, Serv nt . 5 
© '20ho never begged abroad. „Still farther, in 
order that- the ' helpleſs. beings/ ſoliciting. your 55 
bounty may not only have claims on 0) 3 
compaſſien by their miſfery, but on your juſ- 
tice $54 * merit, t the ſecond rule e char FI 


. — 
* \ 
- * 


FX % 22 : , 2 e 
3 3 + % * f == 75 re 0 


HIS 


« 72 a, Bear a a gui? charatter fo 2 a 
_ © Honefty;” and finally, that your bounty 
may be diftribured in exact proportion to the 
wants of thoſe who claim it, ſuch vigilance 
is exerciſed as no impoſition can delude; ſuch 
: impartiality. as no bias, can warp⸗ ſuch cloſe 
inſpection and accurate enquiry; chat no ſem-" 
| blance of fictitious miſery can eſcape detection 
and repulſe; no aggravation of real diſtreſs 
that will not be thoroughly inveſtigated ; and 
if the meaſure of public: munificence will 
admit, adequately. relieved. No petition is here” 
received,” unleſs ſigned by two of thoſe. who” 
having ſubſcribed to the funds of this Inſtitu- 
tion, muſt be ſuppoſed intereſted in their right" 
N application, intereſted to ſelect objects at once- 
8 2 and diſtreſſed. —But leſt they 
| ſhould be deceived by falſhood, or biaſſed by 
partiality, #2wo others” are appointed to inſpect 
che real fituation of the petitioners, 4% viſit 
reſadencen to obſerve the number, the ſex, 
che age of their children, the cauſe and the 
extent of their diſtreſs, and compare the ac- 
eounts they have received with the facts which 
they ſee. In profecuting their enquiry, every 
aſi 16+ » called i in: nag as: the chile 


vu. the Rules for lafpettors 1 in n the Appradix | 
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. 4 to 1 
of theſe diſtreſſed. families, and ub the 
truth from their unſuſpecting ſimplicity 3'they 
reſort to. thoſe who reſide immediately and 
and muſt be acquainted with every circum- . 
| ſtance of their ſituation; they apply to the 
clergymen of every perſuaſion, whoſe / ſacred. 
function leads them to attend the couch of 
ſickneſs, and to be familiar with poverty. 
But alas ! too ſeldom are theſe precautions ne- 
ceſſary; too generally do the characters of 
wretchedneſs appear ſo plain they cannot be 
miſtaken, In ſuch caſes that ſpecies of relief 
is beſtowed which the particular exigenty et 
quires; food, raiment or medicine, in prefer- [wg 
ence. to money, which is ſo eafily waſted by 
improvidence or by intemperance abuſed. Or 
if money muſt be given, it is dealt out at re- 
- gular intervals, and in ſuch ſmall portions as 
are barely ſufficient to afford the neceſſaries of 
life, till health and vigour are. reſtored, or the 
unhappy victims of poverty are relieved from 
its tyrannic power, by. being removed to the 
manſions of their God.—Thus does this So- 
ciety diſtribute its bounty: confined to no 
particular pariſh, it opens its boſom to relieve 
the children of - miſery in every. quarter of-this 
great metropolis, which it has Portioned i into 
n 


a 


ba 11 1 


b great diſtricts, and weekly i are 
held in every one of ee diſtricts, to receive 
che applications, to examine into the diſtreſſes, 
and to diſtribute relief to the wants of the poor 
and deſtitute in that vicinity; thus enjoying 
he advantage of parochial charities, whoſe 
conductors cannot be more fully acquainted 
wick the lines and diſtreſſes of the poor 
of each diſtrict, chan che conductors of this. 
Inſtitution, with the various poor diſperſed 
through the wide extent of the whole capital. 
But ſurely this inſtitution far exceeds: the uti- 
 lity of parochial charities in this; that it cor- 
rects that inequality in the diſtribution of pub- 
lic munificence, which cannot but take place, 
while che inhabitants of every -pariſh confine 
their . bounty to thoſe ſuppliants who dwell 
within their own neighbourhood. For what 
is the effect of this? Caſt your eyes over the 
extent of this capital, and how are its inhabi- 
tants diſtributed? do we not perceive that in 
a very few favourite and faſhionable ſituations, 
are found the refidences of almoſt all:the cha- 
racters diſtinguiſhed for rank and opulence 
and I am proud to ſay it—it is the glory of this 
country and this age—the ſingle circumſtance 
moſt likely to arreſt the 'impending judgment 
888 TY of 
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[i 18: F 
of heaven from falling vn this land, cmd 
equally pre- eininent for benevolence and gene- 
roſity. In theſe fortunate diſtricts the altar of 
mercy” is heaped with ſuch abundant gifts; 
that every want of the wretched ones to whom 
theſe gifts are appropriated is fo pplied. Thus“ 
theſe diſpenſers of happineſs fe- their fellow 
creatures conceive. they have fulfilled their fulr 


duty. They have relieved all the ofiſery with” 


in their reach, or ſubject to their obſer vation 
But alas! it is not within their reach, it is not 1 
under their obſervation that miſeryi is pe 2rmitted 


t0 refide: the mitnflotts of the great and opu- 


lent rife contiguous to each other, contending” 3 


for ſuperiority in ſpfendor and expence; the 


poor man dart not ratſe His hovel in ſuch 4 ; 
rieighbourhbod—it would be rept from the 
earth, as deforming the gay proſpect ard: - 


grating fuch ſociety.— Thus driven from every! 
ſpot where pleaſure or profit, nay, where health 
_ itſelf can be found; the poor and deſtitute are 
baniſhed to the remote and dreary and ruinous 


hovels, "deſtined to receive labour and indi- 
gence: they are forced to throng together, 
bringing each their portion of famine, forrow 


and diſeaſe, to- aggravate the common miſerj; 
for 9 1s Ong as the bie peſtilence 3 j While 


* 


the 


Cul. 
Mis great and generous, who only c can dag 
ſter its cure, fly far from its abode, and leave 
its wretched victims unnoticed, unpitied, to 
cheir fate. While the bounty of the rich i is 
4iſtributed' as unequally as riches themſelves, 
moſt abundant where it is leaſt required, and 
zotally deficient where miſery is moſt populous, 
Moſt helpleſs, moſt deplorable. This great, 
his. lamentable inequality, it is the direct ten- 
dency of this Inſtitution to correct, by col- 
decting the ſeparate donations of the rich and 
the mereiful into one common ſtock, and diſtri- 
Þuting them thraugh the various diftriets of 
the metropolis, in exact Proportion to the de- 
gree in which a is found in each do 
= | os 


Shocks ed on en this Inſtitution 
„ Wanded, deſerves; at this period, and in chis 

land, moſt peculiar encouragement and moſt i- 
eral ſupport. The ſacred principle of religious 
toleration and religious harmony—the truly be- 
nevolent, the truly Chriſtian ſpirit which ani- 
nated the founders of this ſociety, as t would 
not permit them to confine their exertions 
from private and local attachment, ſo neither 
0 * it Petr them to thackle their benevo- 

3 lence 


mutual ſufferance in every thit 


7 14 ] 


| lence. by the narrow reſtraints: of relifictis 


diſtinctions. No, they caught the true ſpirit 


of goſpel charity, which embraces every child 


of miſery as a brother which forgets the names 


of ſtranger and of enemy —and like the good 
Samaritan, haſtens with the ardour of fraternal 


love to aſſuage the pain, and pour the balm of 
conſolation and merey into the wounds of every 
human being, whom the arrows of affliction 


have laid proſtrate on the earth. How: ad- 


mirable, how important is this ſacred ſpirit. — 
How worthy of ſupport, of protection, 1 is every 
Inſtitation which; like this, tends ſo directly 


to diffuſe and cheriſh it. How delightful to 
every truly Chriſtian mind the ſpectacle which 
chis charity has exhibited; eccleſiaſtich of all 
communions coming forward, not to irritate 
themſelves or their flocks by acrimonious con- 


troverſy, but to rouſe them all to contend i 
which: ſhould- moſt excel in deeds of kind- 
neſs and brotherly love. Thus it is that ir- 


» 


religious enmity, and irreligious bigotry will 


be baniſhed from amongſt us, never more 


to return. thus ſhall we accelerate that mu- 
tual agreement in every thing eſſential, and 
g indifferent, 


De thall. Ggnalize” the happy reign of 
the 


al 845d 


che Goſpel, 8 according to the pre- 
ditions of the , prophers,  * the * earth ſhall 
* be, filled with the. glory, of che Lord as the 


2" Waters cover che ſea— when + violence ſhall 


« no. more be heard in the land; and waſting 
ad deſtri ction {hall be far from its borders. 
Such is. the conſummatign our. hopes ſhould 
aſpire to, ſuch, the effect this Inſtitution is cal- 
culated to produce. Oh, then, ſupport it gladly, 
© ſuſtain it liberally. . + © If there be any virtue, 
« if there be any praiſe, think on as AT 


" Theſe are * de on \ which this ſociery 
is is founded—this the mode 1 in which its benefits 
are diſpenſed... Such principles cannot but 
meet the approbation, of reaſon—ſuch a mode 
of ſelecting and relieving at once the moſt de: 
ſerving and the moſt; wretched of mankind; 
cannot but rouſe every ſpark of humanity 
not wholly extinguiſhed. in. our inmoſt ſouls, 
by the chilling power of avarice,. which blaſts 
every. opening virtue, arreſts every energy of 
che heart, and converts our whole nature into 
one dull uſeleſs maſs of torpid ſelfiſhneſs.— 
But ſuch i is not the nature of the inhabitants 
of this. | metropolis, No, this Inſtitution, + fo 5 
ber a > they have become eee with, they 

Et hab 
"uy Habakkuk il. 14. | + ih! K. 18. f Phil. iv. 8. 
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Tu g a wid 1075 renden 
"and with it extended confolatioh ad” wr | 
[fuldſeribers to ü afecl, 
from a very few individuals, to tbove 1 500. — 

K has expended, in various diſpenſations | of =Y 
mercy, above 54 2000. and as raiſed above 
ten thouſand: wretched human beings: rom 15 
loweſt "depths of miſery, nay 925 refe x i 4 
R fron rd wh; jr. oh of” dearh. e 

| But to review the effects of this Society, dpr- 1 

ing Its entire gab zſbment, gives us no adequate . 

benefits it now conveys, "Ind is 

Itely to Lonvey ; ; f we do not alſo configer er che * 

| rapid progreſs it has made, in extending e every E 
day wide and more wide its bleſſed influence, 

Jn che two firft years of its exiſtence it could 
afford relief only to 270 families, © and could . 

expend only eight and hirt pounds hi le 

within the loft year and ten months, it has f reliev- * 

ed SEVEN — agen AND SEVEN HoxpazD | 

FaMfETES, an d. expended abgve L£L 16 9.— 

Gracious Nen let che eye of hope contem- 

plate ſuch progreſſive bleffings, and, compared 


RE 


with them, how confined, how RSS 


A al 


9585 r one, 1 Had almoſt. 


1 7 1 
charitable inſtitutions appear,—Not that L 
would depreciate their utility not that I would 

4 withdraw from them your bounty. No, ne- 
ver have you judged too highly of the bleſlings 
they convey—never have you contributed too 
liberally for their ſupport - but having judged 
: rightly of them, apply the ſame rule of judg- 
ing to this. Conſider, I entreat you, that this 


5 embraces the objects of all. The feebleneſs of 


age—the helpleſſneſs of infancy—manhood 
changed to weakneſs and inaction, by the vi- 
ſitation of ſome, ſudden calamity female in- 


s nocence and beauty expoſed to the extremity 


95 of want, with no reſource from famine but 
'vice and proſtitution—all receive from thjs In- 
Riturion proteQtionand relief. 1 


Thus extenſive in its obj F ſalutary i in 


its effects - conceive what multitudes muſt at 
chis time look up to this Society for the alleviati- 
on of their wretchedneſs—ſuch multitudes, that 


were they at once to emerge from, their dunge- 


ons of miſery into our ſtreets, to ſolicit our 
 beneficence, inſtead of exciting our compaſſi- 


on they would alarm our. fears—though while 
they pine and periſh, man by man, in ſecrecy 


and filence, . we paſs by and heed it not.— 
 Confider this you who are at once opulent and 
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generous Never, aſl uredly never did there 
exiſt a criſis of public affairs, when the poor 


and induſtrious inhabitants of this city more 
required the free, the animated exertions of . 
your munificence.—In proof of this let me 


| appeal—to the reaſon, to the experience, of 


every one who hears me; but eſpecially to 
ſuch of you, as are acquainted with the fluc- 
tuation of trade, with the cloſe connection 
between public tranquillity and commercial 
exertion you who know and feel how com- 
mercial credit and commercial caution, con- 
ſtantly awake to every panic, affected by every 
alarm, ſhrink and tremble, and almoſt expire, 
when convulſed at once by the rude ſhock of 
domeſtic tumult and foreign war. Yo ou know - 
how ſuch a ſhock in one day, in one hour, 


| perhaps, ſubverts the foundation on which the 


opulent merchant builds his proud ſchemes of 
accumulation, and the poor manufacturer his 
humble hopes of daily ſuſtenance —You know | 
how the rough blaſt of war, in one moment, 
chills the genial principle of public activity 


and public happineſs, checks the current of 
trade, which, diffuſed. in a thouſand channels 85 
through the land, bore with i it opulence and 


happineſs, but retreating, leaves a barren. and 2 


N dreary waſte. ir at ſuch a mes hour, | 
the beſt eſtabliſhed credit is ſcarce ſecure—if 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed in the commercial 
2 world often totter on the brink of bankruptcy 
Lualas, what exte -nfive, what deplorable ruin 
engulphs at once, by thouſands and ten thou- 
ſands, the induſtrious fathers of helpleſs fami- 
lies, the poor and unfriended manufacturer, 
the laborious mechanic, the {kilful artiſt, whoſe 
exertions once were effectually applied to 
adorn your magnificence, to ſweeeten your 
pleaſures, to create or maintain your wealth; — 
whoſe well directed honeſt induſtry has long 
contributed to fupply the materials, and acce- 
lerate the progreſs of commerce—to. eſtabliſh 
the national character for integrity and {kill, 
and thus fix and extend public proſperity; but 
who, though thus ſucceſsful for others, has been 
little ſucceſsful for himſelf; who deemed his 
utmoſt exertions amply rewarded, when they 
procured him, from day to day, a ſcanty mor- 
ſel of precarious bread—and who, by this fa- 
tal viciflitude, is bereft of this his only hope, 
his employment ſuſpended, his ſtrength, Bis 
Mill, his patient honeſt induſtry,” all idle, uſe- 
leſs, unrewarded; every neceſſary of life, fire, 
bs raiment, all are at one moment raiſed to 
| B22 1 Y a price 


Ec. - n 20 1 
a price ſo exorbitant, that his hel OA, 
wealth, when he deemed himſelf rn 


could ſcarcely now procure a day's ſupply ; and 
at the very ſame moment his daily bread is 


ſuddenly ſnatched from him, and every hope 


of further ſuſtenance irretrievably cut off—— 


At ſuch an hour, whither ſhall he turn —his 
own ſufferings, form the leaſt part of his mi- 
ery; it is the number of his children (that 
which would. conſtitute your pride and happi- | 
| neſs)—it is, this which aggravates . his miſery 
and embitters his tears; he looks round, and. 
beholds no means by which he can even ſtrug- 
gle, to appeaſe for the pre ſent hour, the i im- 
portunate cravings of their hunger; no means 
by which he can ſtop the cries of his weeping 
infants, imploring at his hands the means of 

ſupporting that life which was from himſelf | 
D 4 7 | 


What human Fortirutle'< can ſuſtain anſhrken 
ſuch a ſcene of hopeleſs miſery i—how fre- 
quently does it drive the wretched father to 
facrifice himſelf for the momentary relief of 
his almoſt expiring progeny ; to join the firſt 
military train he ſees ;-and, conſigning to his 
family the om of his cheap purchaſed blood 
for 


we 
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10 Sick FUSS FREY to plunge into 
the ranks of war, and bleſs the firſt friendly 
" him: which lays him and his ſorrows' in the 
s together —while his widow with her 
orphan train, deſtitute of every internal re- 
. fource,, of every permanent ſupport, are dri- 
ven to depend on the precarious aid of mo- 
mentary pity; to form the tedious detail of 
their calamities, to practice all the humiliating 


5 arts, and undergo all the heart-rending pangs 


of -wretchedneſs ſinking to deſpair, and * 
Io; ing at Web ſhadow wa relief. | 

Sinks is the M5, 1 of the poor in 

this great and opulent city. I am inſtructed to 
aſſure you, that far the majority of the petitions 

Preſented to this Society for aid ſtate, that the 
helpleſs ſuppliants are reduced to the extremity 
of wretchedneſs by the abſence of the father, 
the huſband, the ſon, the brother, in their coun- 
tries ſervice—and ſhall we, while thoſe brave 
men are contending, perhaps expiring, to de- 
fend our lives, our liberty—ſhall we ſuffer 
theſe helpleſs beings, the dear pledges which 
bind them to their country, and which they 
have confided to their countries care, ſhall we 


ö ſuffer them to periſh without one effort to ſave 
them, 


1:49:17 


them as an offering. of eraticale to our 4. 
verers Oh! no. Your humanity, your pa- 
. 1 am confident abhor the thougbt. 


„But great as are 4 diſtreſſes from. he 
cauſes I have enumerated, one aggravation of 
| theſe diſtreſſes ſtill remains, one more conſtant, 
more deplorable,-I mean the Preſſure of aſe. 
ea/e—the flow conſumption, the burning fever, 
which ſo often faſten on the frame of him who 
is already oppreſſed with poverty, and worn 
out with 'toil,—Perhaps too that very malady 
which compleats the accumulation of his ſor- 
rows, is the | conſequence of over-ſtrained ex- 
ertions, which have gradually exhauſted his 
conſtitution, and unnerved his ſtrength.— How 
dreadful the catalogue of ſuch maladies, which 
are the peculiar lot, the unenvied inheritance 


of the. laborious and induſtrious, ſo often 


crowded together within ſome dreary and cold 
hovel, where the corrupted vapours of the city 
are rendered ten thouſand fold more noxiaus 
and impure; where the cheering beams of _ 
fun can never penetrate the foul gloom ; and 
the purifying. breeze of health never diſpels 
the brooding contagion.—In ſuch places do 
the manufacturer and the mechanic 3 
| . their 
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hole weary Frag often manacled and oY 


go wn by the nature of their trade, in ſome un- 
couth poſture, which diſtorts their frame, and 
impedes the courſe of life; ſome immerſed 
amidſt the chilling A of ſubterraneous 
vaults ; ſome ſcorched and waſted by the fiery 
heat of the furnace; all excluded from breath- 
ing a pure atmoſphere, excluded from the en- 
joyment of ſuch wholeſome exerciſe as braces 
the nerves: and cheers the ſoul—-while others 
purſue occupations; which every moment e- 
poſe them to the moſt imminent hazard of 
their lives —Thus while they ſeem to mono- 
| polize to themſelves the curſe. inflicted on the 
human race, and to be the only part of man- 
kind who eat their bread in labour and ſorrow, 
they yet would be happy if their woes were 
confined to themſelves. —Rut alas! their own 
ſufferings are the leaſt part of their miſery. — 
The wretchedneſs of their wives and infant 
progeny,—this i it is, which embitters all their 
fears, ſharpens the ſting of death, and gives 
the grave a victory over all their fortitude.— 
9 When the pangs of diſeaſe are heightened by 
the throbbings of conjugal affection and pa- 
rental anxiety—when they feel that every hour 
| . they toſs * the couch of pain, ſuſpends 
the 


1 2 
4 


— > ng Jn 7 poems > 


2m a - 


* 3 —— 


n ie TONS" wi 
2 , 


the only exertions which could ſecure the fur. | 
tenance of their children—and when they 1 re- 
ceive every medicine, every cordial, with a 
| heartfelt pang, conſcious it is ſubtracted: from 
the morſel that was deftined to ſupport their 
deſtitute families how truly pitiable is ſuch a 
man at ſuch an hour as 1 well- 
founded the anxieties he feels F | 
The miſery of the fatherleſs and the SY 

1s indeed confeſſed, they are the proverbial | 
watchwords of Ln for them does every 
pariſh throw open an afylum—for them does 
every tongue plead, and to them is every arm 
extended with ready and liberal zeal, —Yet the 
effect of all thoſe exertions can only afford a very 
imperfect ſupply f for the loſs of parental .CAare, 2 
very inadequate conſolation for the heart-rend- 
ing pangs of the orphan bending over a parent's 
aſhes or the widow clinging to her huſband's 
pale and lifeleſs corpſe —When you have be- 
held, and which of us has not beheld theſe, 
the widowed wife, with her forlorn train, at- 
tending the bier that conveys to the ſilent 

grave, the laſt remains of him, in whom was £ 
centered every joy and every hope when 
you have ſeen them following in the ſolemn 
Ttillneſs of woe too big for utterance—when 


vou 


you haye ſeen them entranced in the lethargy 
5 of grief, till at the ſound of au to duft, and 

_ earth to carth”'— —they ſtart into the frenzy of 
= deſpair. At ſuch a moment, gracious God! 
what would you not give to be poſſeſſed of a 

1 miraculous power to ſtep forward, ſuſpend 
their cries—to call to the dead ariſe come 
forth?—to reſtore him ' ohce more to their 


aſtoniſhed a fight, to "1 to health, to joy. 


But air! 18 impoſſible; to burſt the bonds of 
| 4 death is beyond all human power; yet had 
you but uſed the means which God and nature 
have entruſted you. with, as men and chriſ- 
tians ought to do—as this Inflitution,— you are 
| now called on to ſupport — enables you to do, 
you mi ight have done what would have been 
equivalent to this, without a miracle; you 
1 have anticipated and prevented thoſe 
pangs you cannot remedy, and preſerved that 
life you never can reſtore; preſerved the huſ- 

band, the father, the friend, the honeſt uſeful 
eitizen. Reflect on this my brethren, —as you 

are men, as gf, 99 are chriſtians reflect on it. 


we 


Think not theſe are Py Bckions of imagina- 


"Hina or the exaggerations of art ;—ob, no/! at 
. this 


. 44 1 ; 

this: moment than Rand before yon, Gay of. 
the conductors of this Inſtitution, who within 
a few weeks, nay a few days paſt, have been 
witneſſes of ſcenes of miſery, which no ſtretch 
of imagination could exceed, no powers of 
language equal.— Oh! if you, the rich and ge- 
nerous who now ſurround me, had been wit- 
neſſes of even one ſuch ſcene, how ſuperfluous 
were all exhortations to bounty yes, every 
heart would ſympathize, and every hand be 
extended to fave.—I am commanded by the 
conductors of this Charity to mention to you 
a few, a very few of theſe ſcenes, to lay be- 
fore you a few of thoſe numberleſs facts which 
they every day obſerve ; facts which were at- 
'teſted to me by eye witneſſes of ſtrict integrity 
—who mention time, -place, ' perſons, every 
circumſtance of miſery.—1 have now their 
written accounts in my hands—T will not, I 
ſolemnly aſſure you, I will not alter one ſingle 
circumſtance they have related—nay, I will 
not alter one word, but as far as is neceſſary | 
to make. their accounts as ſhort and plain as 
poſſible— I would not inſult your under- 
ſtandings or your hearts by ſuppoſing, that 
the artificial turn of a period, the mere vibra- 
tion of a ſound, ſhould have more influence 
on 


"W an rational and chriſtian 9 than the lan- 


8 guage of nature and the ſimplicity of truth.—I 
: premiſe that one circumſtance there is well wor- 


= thy of remark in many of theſe facts—it is this: | 


 —that they were obſerved, not in conſequence 
of the wretched beings who laboured under 


ſuch calamity imploring relef,—no--they were 


very many diſcovered. by accident, when the 
inſpectors were called on to viſit others, who 


though deſtitute, were. ſtill capable of fome 
. exertion and ſame hope—exertion and hope 
which had totally forſaken theſe. torpid and 
deſpairing victims of ſorrow, famine and 
| Ga. 85 N 

N * conductor of this Charity was called 
on to inſpect the diſtreſſes of one deſtitute fa- 
mily, he found in the ſame wretched hovel— 
two—two families of nine wretched beings, 
all, (L uſe his own words) -all naked, ſick and 


ſarving—not reduced in conſequence of vice 


Eno, their mifery was the effect of their ſick- 
neſs, was increaſed by their number, and ren- 
dered extreme by their mutual affection; or 


Mr. Watkins, of Caſtle- ſtreet, then Church Warden 
of St. Werburgh's, was witrneſs of this fact. 
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5 of each e 0s feeble to ane 


qut of their wretched abode to implore aſſiſt- Jie 


EN 


ance, what was their ue Who was their 
attendant— One wretched woman, unconnected 
with them, except by being involved in nearly 


the ſame miſery, procured them, when ſhe 


could, a drop of whey to cool their parching 
tongues, —This, ſo long as they were able, n=; 
crept to adminiſter to each other ; but at the 


period when found, they were reduced to ſuch 7 | 


a ſtate, that one had nn: an the reſt | 
it not. ; 


* . of theſe harbingers of mercy ac . 


companied a clergyman to viſit a poor dying 
woman, worn out with age and poverty; with 
difficulty they found their way, through a 
mound of ſnow, to the door of their een 
within it they found another woman, with 
one child of fourteen years old ſtanding by her, 
another, of a few months, on her knee, both fe- | 
males; the youngeſt, with the wretched mo- 
ther, emaciated even to a ſkeleton. They 
aſked the mother, was the child in a decay? 
She need, that ne the and her child 


were 


* Rev. A. .  MOMahon, Denman. bree, was witneſs of 
this fact. 


\ 


0 were in a decay chat ſhe had received the 


conſolation of the laſt offices of religion; j 
that ſhe expected not to live till miorning.— 
She had a huſband too, ſhe ſaid, the beſt of 
huſbands ; ; When he earned any ſupport he 
| brought 1 it to her, when he could earn nothing, 
he had not the courage to return—that day he 
had not returned her words were true, no 
; aſſiſtance | could then repair her exhauſted 
frame.— The next morning the huſband was 


AT ſought for, he « came—and ſaw his wife and 


L 


5 child, expire. 


* 8 human being Was found ſwollen 
| in a droply—a cup of cold water her only 
ſupport. —The humanity of the viſitors offers 
a cup of warm whey, ſhe drinks it with eager- 


neſs—the moment it entered her exhauſted 


frame (I uſe the words of the eye-witneſs) the 
* Jarring elements RA life. 


| 3 An inſpector went to bit a | diſtreſſed 
5 family. The father lay extended on a bed 
of ſickneſs, with a group of famiſhed children 


around it. —chey gave him two ſhillings, he 


graſſ ped 


® Mr. Robert Joſeph Shut, 1 was witneſs of this fact. 
5 The ſame. 2 
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graſped i iti in hid hand, 264; as if Affonifhicl a at 5 9 10 


the mighty bleſſing, he ſtretched out his ema- 


happy children, and Oy wart 


Is there yet worſe than this Les The Th! 
ſame inſpector heard of a family i in diſtreſs— | 
4 family, which had once en joyed affluence, 2 
the fortune of the mother alone had been 


I cool. but the loſſes of trade, and other me- 
lancholy events, had reduced them to the ex- 


tremeſt poverty. I got in, ſays this eye-wit- | 
neſs of the fact—I uſe his own words—and, . 
good God, what a ſcene preſented itſelf to my 


view! In the centre of the room ſat Aa 


_ ciated arms to heaven, ſaying, I thank you, 50 
my God, that has ſent this relief to my — 


. 


woman of the moſt elegant figure, around ; 


her a group of five children, all in a fever, 2 
and nearly famifhed. What Was my horror 
on beholding, in a bed of ſtraw, the father . 
lying dead, almoſt putrid, and the wife inſen- 12 


ſible. She could give no acc ount how long. : 


he had been dead, though he had expired 
four days before —her intellects were diſordered 5 
—reaſon, and the ſenſe of miſery, had forſaken 
her together.— Let ſhe was Feltored.; the; inter- 


8 ' poſing ; 
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©» 4 
5 » 
4 I 
» 


* Mr. 3 Joſeph Sbuter: 


N 


* 
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.- ways hand of divine mer ercy—interpoſing firſt 
by this Inſtitution, and then by other aſſiſtance, 


reſtored her to reaſon, to health, to induſtry. 
At this moment ſhe, and her train of orphans, 


are living witneſſes of the bleſſings thus be- 
„„ 


- 


4 * N 


* One inſtance, aud bait one more, to led 
the fatal effeQs of delaying or confining the aid 
of this Inſtitution. A petition was received; 
the funds of the Inſtitution were, as they are at 
_ this moment, totally exhauſted. —Relief could 
not be adminiſtered. til ſome new ſupply ar- 
sa- bot before that came, the father had ex- 
pired, the family had diſperſed, and never 
. could be traced. 


exiſt ” 
* Mr. Robert Joſeph Shuter atteſted this DIY N 


1 Since this fermon was preached I have heard the two f 
following facts, which occurred the preceding week. In the 


| Rotunda Diviſion, a petition came on the night of Thurſday 


the 11th,—from a poor man and his family. The next 
morning the inſpectors went to relieve him, but they found 


him dead. — Nr. Laurence Tooſs atteſts this fact. 


In Suben Ges Divifion, Mee. Binns, the en 


found a poor man two days dead—the wife and two chil- 


dren ſo benumbed with grief and poverty, they weed 1 in- 


ſenſible of what had pailed. 
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ex A —yes, fellow men, fellow Chriſtians, they WE 
do exiſt, Gracious God! will you refuſe to . | 
lieve them ? It cannor, it will not be. —One Wo” 


W 


thing » more and * have done. 2 


| Know, then, that chis 1 has Gaile 
hitherto by the aid of the middling claſſes of 
life. But ſuch ſcenes of miſery multiply on its 
conductors, that they now deſpair of relieving 1 
them but by the aſſiſtance of the exalted and 
opulent, of thoſe who are exalted by humanity 
as s much as by opulence. ED 
The Society 18 confiderably_ in debt, every x 
| moment its debt muſt increaſe —If you do 
BY not this day prevent the fatal criſis, it will 
1 | fink for ever. Yes, if you refuſe your aid, it 
1 is probable—probable did I ſay, alas, it is too 
certain, that hundreds of your fellow creatures 
in this city may in a few weeks expire in cir- 
cumſtances, ſuch as this Inſtitution has ſo often 
reſcued them from, in all the horrors of diſeaſe 
and famine, of madneſs and as cunt 


„ * * * * 2 . ** 1 7 "0" % 
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Gracious heaven ! will you ſuffer that ?— 
Give what you will—the determination of how 
much you ſhall give reſts between your God 

er eee 


ud | ay your own e Wall God often. 
Pour hearts, and open wide your hands. At 
this moment he looks down from the throne 

of his mercy on cis fotemn, this ſacred aſ- 
ſembly. At this, moment he ſearches the 
you he watches the actions, of every one of 
May he witneſs and approve your bounty 

jeg Fin. zen May the bleſſing of thoſe that 

are ready to periſh come upon you, and the 

| hearts of the deſtitute, the orphan, and cha 
widow, revive with hope andjoy, which your 
_ will even now r 17 80 ſo 
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14 
t. Tn E objects to be relieved: muſt be diftivtia © 
labourers, mechanics, ſervants, perſons who never 
degged abroad. 
2d, go rags bear a good character for ſobriety and 
induſtry 
3d. TRI muſt be introduced by petition, ſubſcribed by 
at leaſt two members of the ſociety, which petition, 
upon being admitted, is referred to two others, who 
unexpetedly viſit the object recommended, to prevent 
any poſſible impoſition, and that preference of menu 
may be granted to ſuperior diſtreſs. 
A as this charity is not confined to. any religious p 
ſuaſion, the clergy of all religions, who of all others, have 
the faireſt opportunities of witneſſing diſtreſs and wretched- 


5 = 


| neſs, are conſidered not only as ſubſcribers, but as inſpec- 


tors of the books, and every attention -=_ to their — 
ons and ſignatures. | 

It will not be ſaperfluous to mentit ion, for the infornmation 
of the ſociety at large, and the encouragement of thoſe who 
are unacquainted with the Inſtitution, that in the ſpace of 


five years and ten months the number of ſubſcribers amounts 


to 15 20, by whoſe ſubſcriptions and — 1 00 
It 


objects have been relieved. 


— * - j . * 
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In the firſt year the ſociety reckoned 130 mem 
2d. Do. - 5 W. } 163 2 
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s « And, ON for the e of 1 the relief of the objects, 
the ſoclety has appointed four preſidents, in the four 
diſtricts, for the purpoſe of meeting ſuch of the ſubſcribers 
as may en * petit tions to preſent, and for Rs in- 
"+ ne 

e Green Dividon—Mr. J. M. Alliſter, No. 29, 

llege-ſtreet, do. went on Wedneſday night, at Mr. 
julligan's, No. 3 Nr RW 

* Rota: > Divition.. Mr. A Kearney, No. 4, Mary 8 


we No. Jervis-ſt et. 

or 19 0 87 Doin lr. . Hamilton, Mary's-lane, do 

meet on Monday night, at Mr. Fleming's, e e 
eet. 


„ Work-Houſe, Dirigon-—Mr. Segrave, No. 8 "Kevin S- 


' ſtreets do meet on Tueſday night, at R. Bouſon's, 


* No. 725 Kevin 's-ſtyeet. +443 
And Mr: George Binns, No, 72 Dame-ſtreet, prefident of 
8 195 


12 «PG Wenn and quarterly meetings, and treaſurer. 


200 n the ſetond Friday in each month, at Mr. 

Fates, No. 18, Hoeys-Court, to examine the accounts of 
- the Diviſional -preſidents, and report -accordingly to the ſo- 
_ ciety at large; alſo a general meeting at the — Exchange 


four times a e. | 


Abbey Ty do meet on Thurſlay night, at Mr. Armſtrong 85 
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—— all Ben a are e excluded 
from this Inſtitution. | 
© 'adiy.«All fingle perſom e but in this inftance it canyes 
be general, as _ the petitioner might, from a fit of 

ſickneſs, aceident, or ſome other miſthance, diſabled 
| from earning their livelihood, in which caſe | — . 
care ſhould he taken of petitioner till their recovery 
pleated; at which period it will not be rar por to ad- 
vance petitioner a fe ſhillin in proportion to their wants, b 
either to buy a little ſtock, — were in a ways | 
or an im ent of induſtry (provided their former one is 
not to be had) ſuch as they made uſe of before the 5 ; 
thi ſum is at the diſcretion * the infpeQars,—ſay from 
or 3 to 6 or 1 which will not, by any means, ha 
2 applyi e money, 5 

Fame, as petitioner a Kay, 24 how many n * 
at age are they? Are any of them able to earn 

ble ſee them, and by ingeni- 

vw fimple queſtions, any find 


bread Int pectors muſt if po 
 oufly aſking the children a | 
out whether t 3 for the purpoſe, (ds has 
frequently been done 3) and often * count on their 
childten, — of which were at ſervice AN their liveli. 
cod, others at work. making lace, 1 Tr in this 
caſe the grown-up children are not to he confidered as ob- 
Jets, none but younger children who are not able to earn 
their bread, and in proportion to their numiber, 
are at liberty to grant, at. leaſt, one 6d. loaf per week, to 
each for a limited time, (fay four weeks,) at the end of 
which time there is to be a reinſpection, as ſame petitidnert 
7 7 — Ne and nat a Sen week, 
2 
n would be highly eren, in alder ut much as 
prevent im | 


_ 
. 


* ab ee es den vided 
ft! gatre if there de fickneſs thit may be infectious, which, 
if it be the c A ; 


x * 5 


. of « bau. 


E renden Tu 
145 zu diy foetcth,” g's 
Cs. RR who lea at No, | 


F 5 2 


Having in n 


Werecanmend avant object worthy the attention of 
. „ —— 
. 813, | 


— are 18 * Aber u may ind convenient 
| —— of the fed, dy PER to of the moſt dilie 


roi or of the. above petitioner, and . the reſult to the 


diviſion, on new e 
Be favourable where thine: Won, and give bread 


gte ts money FOG PARIS 
T6 tz. © 
- ors perl, — 


as r 
"I 
VNV. 8. No 


1 
EA 


. b. No peiton cn be feel eivedvaiiteſs . by eo 
ſubſcriber: of this 2 or theſe who will immed rely 


| Have more cauſe to think them objects than their 0 
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become ſuch, and preſented at the 95 lacè of meeting Ret ei- 
fer, of ſaid recommenders; and t ſave trqüble hes EC- 
s, (who are all men in buſineſs) it is requeſted” ſubſcribers 


will not ſign for, or recommend any petitioner, except they 


as many are found on POLE” not to be objects,” tick 
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Meſfre. are appointed 774 0 4 $253 20 36. 


Secretary. 
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Gas + As the N of chis charity hase 2 Boy 
have been frequently miſrepreſented to ſubſeribers by 
ſons, who on their recommendation had been inſp os pe «ry 


found not entitled to relief, but who have tated that they 


never had been inſpected at all—It has therefore been re- 
ſolved in future, to return the petitions thus rejected to the 


original recommenders, with the report of the inſpectors. 


No perſon engaged in the conduct of this charity receives 
any compenſation for his trouble, except the ſecretary who 


 atterids all weekly meetings, keeps the books, &c. and two 
collectors of annual ſubſcriptions, one for each ſide of. the 


water, who receive e ſome ſmall n 
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| Lf .& rah, who Boos undertaken 45. receive 


Donatio mr. 


der d Had WI vt 
| Lord Biſhop as Cork, Kildare-ſtreet,- id * = \ * A 
Rev. Richard Graves, 0 Calle ge, ab . 
: Rev: 2 N R tp N 


z 0 1 
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Rev. Mr. topford, Trinity-College, i — 
Councellor Ridgway, Bride-ſtree,t, en 
Robert Shaw, Eſq; Fleet: ſtreet, ; ©" (544 48 55 2 048 ; 
Arthur Guinneſs, -Eſa;z”;James's-gate, © + 

i "Wi illiam- Cope, *Eſqz Shaw's-court, - 
5 James Conolly, Eſq; Fleet-ſtreet, | 
Jeremiah D'Olier, £97 
Meredith Jenkin, Eſq; . 


+ Dejoncourt, Eſq; 

Daniel Kinehan, Eſq .. en e, We it LS 
Samuel Roſborough, Eſq qz Charles-ſtreet _ 
15 illiam Sweetman, Eſq; Lower eee | (| 
g ae No. 75. Capel - ſtreet, : 7011 | 
Bladen 8 winny ny, No. 29, Dame-ſtreet, - 3 
os McAlliſter, Townſend ; ſtreet, 
Mr. Segrave, Kevin; ſtreet, - 1 
| Mr. Kearney, Mary's-abbey, - © 
8 Mr. Hamilton, Mary's-lane, 5 
AS . qr Mr. Poe | 
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e 5 Be 's.Gnzen Divisiox. 1 | 7 | 
yi f 7 ay... : Annum. 4 
Re. Elan. Sir Job, 1 8. . „ 8 „ | 1 
Bla uiere” 1175 Ws $8.3. ; Rev. Mr. Stopfond 42 9 4 
Rev. r. Bourne 1 29 4 Rev. Dr. Young "Do 4 
Rev. Gilbert Akin A due. Rev. Mr. Graves 2 5 6 A 
Lady x Lquig Conolly © Do... Henry Moore, Eſq; 1 29 | { 
Dutel Leinſter. Do. if Lord Ad. Fitzgerald Do. | 
W Newenham 28 al? . 1 In. G. Kennedy, Eſq; Do. 9 
| *aks chm 93 Mrxs. Minchin - 2 5 6 . 
| Woodward | B. >; Mrs. Ridge Wax 1 2 9 | 
140 WM akin — Do. . -- Mrs. Crookſhank Do. | 
Hon. Mrs. les Do. Mr. Geo. Newton Do. . 
Arch. Bp. of Tuam e > Sol. 8 Eſq; Do. | 
Mrs. Burke Po. Mrs. Vicars 2 5 6 | 
Mrs. Carleton Do. Markov Wallace 1 29 | 
james Potts, Eſq; Do. thew Dowling Do. 41 
Lady Charlotte Brown Do. Rob. Shaw, Sen. Eſq; Do. 4 
Miſs Clutterbuck Do. — Luke White, Eſgj; Do. | 


Mrs. O'Farrell - 
Mr. John Dowling 
Mrs. P. B. Subremont 
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ejoncourt Do. 
Ze Jenkin 5 15 
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